
 

 

 

 

 
13th January 2021 

Dear Families, 

 
This last week for the BeDifferent Federation has involved some fast-paced decisions in order for our critical 
worker and our most vulnerable children to be in school and everyone else being educated from home. This 
lockdown is certainly not like the last lockdown so we have also had to re-review our risk assessment, 
ensure that a rota system of staff enables all staff to work from home and school and provide a bespoke 
remote learning package that secures engagement, accessibility, flexibility and learning success. We have 
made a good start but we have not perfected the package that we aim to implement this coming week.  

 
We are aware that: 
 
-there needs to be greater flexibility in terms of when the learning needs to be completed, submitted and 
fed back to 
-we need to increase our use of Google docs as our preferred means for documentation 

-the Google Classroom needs to be consistently organised in subject specific folders 
-the children love seeing their teacher ‘on screen’ and would welcome a ‘live’ learning opportunity 
-a timetable of learning would be welcomed.   
 
I am grateful for the encouraging feedback from families, as this has helped shape a much better remote 
learning programme. I have also had feedback from my staff too who are working tirelessly both at home 
and at school. This means that the children in school see the staff who they would usually work with. I am 

very aware that you are all keen to support your children, in an environment that is nothing like school so 
please may I ask you to be patient these next few days, in preparation for some changes ahead.  
 

The most pertinent successes so far include: 
 
-a heightened awareness of 'safety' and 'risk'-this MUST always be our top priority 
-organisational systems in school are working well 

-some really impressive tutorials in a variety of subjects 
-happy children in school and some encouraging feedback in the Google Classroom from the children at 
home 
-communication with parents-better engagement with the office teams working hard at being ‘solution 
focussed’ 
-our most vulnerable children and families feeling supported 

 
How have we supported remote learning so far  
 
We have successfully secured a number of laptops to either give to some of our most vulnerable families or 
loan to them. This has taken a little while, as the DfE have been a little slow at releasing the laptops for 

loaning. All of the laptops have been configured so our aim will be to get them to the identified families 
before the end of this week. We have already started monitoring the children’s access to the learning so 

that we can keep an eye on how easily the children are managing to complete the work and continue their 
learning.  
 
The Government are also working alongside some of the country's biggest mobile network companies to 
provide free data upgrades to disadvantaged children, who are using their devices to access home learning. 
We have sought feedback from identified families regarding their access to home broadband, in order to 
identify those who require additional support while working from home. For the families for whom this is not 



 

 

 

 

feasible, the Government are also offering free wireless 4G routers to disadvantaged families with no 
internet access at all. We are really pleased with the support that we have given so far.  
 
Our Strength lies in Differences Philosophy 

 
Everybody in our BeDifferent Federation is unique and exceptional in their own way and the affirmation of 
our cultural identity is crucial to how we feel about ourselves. We feel that now is time to take the 
opportunity to discuss race and diverse perspectives. We want to nurture a safe or brave space, practising 
respectful engagement, feeling free from fear of being criticised, which encourages all of us to get curious 
and ask open questions to better understand the other persons’ viewpoint. We all have a responsibility to 

learn, develop and grow in our understanding of others.  

 
This last year has seen movement advocating for an end to racial inequality on a mass scale. This has 
involved peaceful protests, mass marches, portrayals of violence, petitions, political speeches, and 
demonstrations. Current affairs aren’t always tangible or immediately clear, especially from a child’s 
perspective.   
 

Many children may have questions about the images, stories and conversations they hear on the news and 
around them. At the BeDifferent Federation we believe that in partnership with you that we are able to 
better enable our children to understand our Strength Lies in Differences philosophy. It is the responsibility 
of both the school and you to engage in positive and open discussions about race and racism with children.  
 
As a group of staff, we have worked hard to review, develop and plan our very own History Curriculum 
from the Early Years to the children in Year 6 to include: 

 
-what makes us unique and different 

-similarities and differences amongst families and communities 
-our understanding of key historical events that have contributed to national and international 
success 
-the lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and 
international achievement 

-a non-European society that provides contrast with British history 
-our understanding of stereotypes on society and history. 
 
As promised, this new ‘Strength lies in Differences’ scheme of work is located on our website in the 
BeDifferent Curriculum section titled ‘Being Different and Equal’. You will see progression in learning from 
‘This is me, I am unique and different’ to a growth in understanding of what Black British men and women 

in the past have contributed to national and international achievement. This new scheme of work has been 
uniquely written by the ‘Strength lies in Differences’ team. 
 
You will see for yourselves tutorials supporting the themes of: 

 
This is me. This is who I am 
It is Ok to be different 

Why do we belong to the BeDifferent Federation? 
Do we all have the same opportunities?  
Can anyone be wealthy?  
What does it mean to be FREE? 
 
You may also see some English tutorials supporting some fabulous learning from texts such as: It’s ok to 



 

 

 

 

be Different, Through my Window, The Day you Begin and the Garbage King.  
 
I would like to be able to involve you all in some face to face community partnership working but this will 
have to wait a little longer. A time where we can actually have you all back in our school and physically 

involved in the work that we do. This time will come.  
 
Please do continue to check your parentmails and the Google Classroom daily. I will continue to 
communicate with you all weekly. Thank you for your time and patience.  

 
Look after yourselves, 

Mrs N Bull 

Chief Executive Headteacher  


